An Economic and Social Council has been established
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	    Following a two-year preparation work, the Economic and Social Council was established on the 24th of August, 2004. The new organization especially wishes to proceed its activity independently from the parties and the government; it will be the forum of the general consensus in the issues of national strategy.


The constant dialogue is necessary – said Mr. Péter Kiss, Minister of Chancellery at the statutory meeting in the Parliament’s delegation hall. The formed body shall develop consensus in long-term national, strategic issues. The council can be the new forum of the social dialogue. Mr. Roger Briesch, President of the European Economic and Social Committee welcomed the attendants of the statutory meeting. A dominant member of the employee side, the President of the Confederation of the Hungarian Employers and Industrialists also defined his opinion. Mr. Gábor Széles called the attention to the fact that the most urgent task is that the Parliament should bring the operation of the GSZB (Economic and Social Committee), its financing method under regulation paying special attention to the guarantees of independence. He referred to the existing good work relationship between MGYOSZ and EGSZB (European Economic and Social Committee), he emphasized that considering the countries that have just joined the EU, the new forum of the social dialogue was only established in Hungary according to the European standards. Based on his conversation with Mr. Roger Briesch, he said that our partner from the Union is ready to accept some of the proposals of the MGYOSZ. According to Mr. Gábor Széles, the greatest task of the expanded European Union is to develop a long-term economic strategy. It is to be feared that the economical increase (3-5%) of the states currently accessing to the EU will adjust to the development of the former members, which can hardly be measured by the tenth of percent. The Hungarians could participate in the development of the long-term European strategy, and it would increase our prestige if we - by passing over our experiences - effectively participated in the improvement of the social dialogue systems of the other countries that have just joined the European Union.

