Economic diplomacy

              One year ago, in the last stage of the accession to the EU, the Hungarian prime minister visited to China and India leading a delegation of parliament members and businessmen. On both trips several members of the Confederation of the Hungarian Employers and Industrialists accompanied him. The MGYOSZ (Confederation of the Hungarian Employers and Industrialists) delegation was led by Mr. Péter Székely, Vice President.

                 The Hungarian Prime Minister encouraged the Chinese businessmen to consider Hungary as a regional bridgehead, because the country has a good chance to become a regional centre – a cheap industrial base – for China. The fact that since the 1st of May, the Chinese manufacturers have been able to deliver their products to the European Union custom free even from the eastern middle European countries provides an especially good base, which made the European Union China’s number one trade partner. The proposal of the Hungarian Prime Minister got good results: when the Chinese Secretary-General visited Hungary, he also encouraged the Chinese businessmen to invest in Hungary. However they do not need to be encouraged. Their activity is best shown by the fact that in the year of 2004, China became a leader for the first time in the field of the active capital.    Compared to the Chinese trade, the interests in other Asian countries and the existing trade relations with these countries are much more limited.

